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hold lock.

turn dial. vertical line lined up. 

clockwise three times.

stop and point to number.

left past second once. twice. second time, stop.

right. stop at third number.

pull handle.

open.

free. freedom.

unlocked.

no more protection.

click. align. that’s how lock pickers do it.

40 to the power of 3. 

number of possibilities.

time.

ouch. pinched hand. rattle. shake. sturdy. at least we hope.

forget combination.

key behind. always go back to key.

advanced technology?

use scissors. snip. unlock. off.

old. the romans had a box. 
Al-Jazari documented. 
al-Astrulabi made them. stored in museums. 
1878. loch. modern combination lock invented for Tiffany’s Jewelers. back to function. stronghold against.

large family. cousins. keypad. 
brother. doorknob. sister. padlock. 
uncle. suitcase lock. 

accomplice. ally. want for protection. 
against. enemy. to smother. robbers. 

master.

garrison.

sphere.

maple leaf accessories.

life venture.

dudley.
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numerolukko.

combination locks. opened by alignment of its interior mechanisms when aligned and put in a definite location. usually has a set of three or four interconnected rings. rings turned by a central shaft. 

stainless steel. cold-rolled steel. mostly. put together to form twenty different parts. resists corrosion, made to last a lifetime. nylon for the spacers separating the discs. zinc alloy to form the bar, shaft, outside dial. internal works of art, precise elements of mechanism.

stainless steel. practical. resists corrosion. mixed alloy of various materials. always has 10.5% chromium. includes nickel, nitrogen, molybdenum. changed to obtain different properties. 
chromium. 24. thank it. why stainless steel resists corrosion. grey. silver. top producing countries; 
South Africa, 
India, 
Kazakhstan, 
Zimbabwe. 
nickel. 28. old. 3500bc. silvery. white. gold. ore deposits. huge one in Sudbury, Ontario. created by meteorite maybe. 
Russia, Siberia. more nickel. other deposits; New Caledonia,
France, 
Australia, 
nitrogen. 7. air. renewable. 

molybdenum. 42. Mo. sixth highest melting point. hot. top producers; 
US of A, 
China, 
Chile, 
Peru, 
Canada. 
found as a part. ore. not pure. by product of copper and tungsten.
trustworthy. to lean on. against.

canadian tire.

dollar store.

walmart.

home hardware.

others say invented in china. mid eighteen hundreds securing bank vaults. more use. carry on to lockers.

cheap solution. $5.99

safe. 

secure. 
decorating our school lockers, stark against the bright orange in the middle of the hallway.

adorning. rings on the locker.

close.

push handle.

locked. again.

nylon. synthetic fabric. petroleum. crude oil. natural. watch out! it’s flammable. oil well drilling. built on hydrocarbons. smoke. black. top producers; 
Saudi Arabia, 
Russia, 
United States, 
Iran, 
China, 
Canada.


zinc. zn. 30. twenty fourth most abundant on crust. similar to magnesium. alchemists. philosopher’s wool. white snow. old. since 10bc. conduct. in brass. top miners. 
China. 
Peru. 
Australia. 
US. 
Canada. 
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Style and formatting idea from Rita Wong’s poem: the girl who ate rice every day
